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Hhodora 


(Ot'TOBKK 


may Ix'lonj^ to tlu* samo s|)(H‘ios was tacit ly admittcal by F<!i‘nal(l 



when lu* savs that 


“v('rv t'vitlcnt ti'aiisitions occur.” 


'Twenty ytairs ('arli(‘r, l’arw(4h (U'serihed as Junroidcs pitosiun var. 
niirliKjdncnsr i)lants with the dark castaiKJous periaidli that is 
su|)|)oseil to !)(' a diajinostic chai’acter of L. airoliimc. 

In the event that Luzuld sall.ncnt^is and />. carolinac are ('ven- 
t.ually proved to h<‘ tlu* saiiK' sp(M‘ies, tlu' lattc'r binomial will hav(j 
t.o pix'vail. hut. in any cas(‘ t.lu* name L. aniinindta Kaf. should he 
n'jected as a nomcn (hihiutn. — (lEOiUir, Nevilmo Jones, Univer- 
sitv of Illinois, IJrhana, Illinois. 


To th(‘ majority, they r(‘fer to specihe 


'The iDEN'iirv oe X'inheh .\nd \'inl.\M). —Sonu* (‘thnoho- 

t.anicjil aspects ar(‘ invoh'ed in tlu* identity of X'inland tlu' (lood. 

Accordiiifi; to old t^ca.ndina\ ian saj^as, Xors(Mnen undt'r tlu' Icadia- 

ship of Leif Ta'icson and Thorlinn K;irls(‘fni, wer(' supposed to 

ha ve come there h(*t ween t h(‘ yc'ars lOtK) and 1000. The plants 

nuMitioiied arc* a tree (mosurr), a. whc'at (lircili) and tlu* vinber, 

H(*nera.lly intc'rprc'ted as the \in<*phint. .Aca’ordin^ to h'ridt.jof 

Nans(*n. the (|Uotation of whc'at, and \’ine is oidy a r(*miniscence 

of mc'dieval lec;(‘nds. 

plants. Old opinion holds that vinber could oidy he* a vine 

( \'itis). More* rc'cc'iitly, Id'rnald after ^ivinji; some* considc'ration 

t.o the* fact that. it. miji;ht. have* hc'c'ii some icmI currant, assumed 

that tlu* vinlx'r would more* probably lx* tlu* mountain craid)erry 

{\'(ieeiniuni \'ili.'^-Idnen). 'The latt(*i' is oiu* of tlu* most, popular 

lx*rin*s in Scandina.\i;i. It is actuallv known und(‘i' tlu* name of 

% 

lingon ici Sw(*d(*n. Igh baer \n Xorwa.y and ranfberjdh/ng \n Icc'land. 
T\*rn:dd’s oi)inion has tiot Ix'c'ii ^■{*iu*rally acc(*pted. Inroy 
Andr(*ws. St<‘(*nshy and Hrunn ha\(' r('viv<*d tlu* old opinion 
which lx*li(*\’<*s it. t.o lx* a. \ iiu*. Both ini(*rpi'{*t.a.tions ai'e more or 
h'ss in accord with tlu* dirf('r(*nt attc'inpts to localize 'Tlu* Ilo]), 
the Norse* !^etth*m(*i;l in \ itdand. \ iiu* (\'itls) is found on jiarts 
of tlu* Maine coast, as well as in tlu* St. Lawi-(*nc(* (*stuarv 
(Ste(*nshy pl;iC(*s Tlu* Hop at Montma^ny, on the south shore*, 
df) mile*s he*low (^ue*hec). If, on the contrary, vinhe*r were 
\ (ircininni \ ilis-l(lded, this inteu'pretation would afirex* with the 
various hypotheses of localization hee*.au.se the plant, is found in 
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JMontmagny, aionj? the coast of the bale des (dialeurs (where 
Bovey incidentally situates ddie Hop), on the southeastern c<jast 
of Nova Scotia and in different sections of the Maine coast. 

The Fernald hypothesis apparently luis no linguistic basis. 
Furthermore, according to Di’. Rolf Nordhagen (oral communi¬ 
cation) director of the Oslo botanical garden and a l)rilliant 
ethnobotanist, as well as a ta.xonomist and phytogeographer, 
vinber is in present-day Norway, the name given to the red cur¬ 
rant (Ribes vnUjare or Ribc.s ruhrum). There is no evidence 
whatsoever that the name was ever attril)uted to Vaccinium 
Vitis-Idaea. Ribes vulgarc is a European species now grown in 
America where it frequently escapes culture. As this species 
cannot be implied in the Noi’semen’s journey, the allusion may be 
to some other native American species which has red berries 
(mainly Ribes friste). It could be mistaken for the Eurojjean 
red current by the majority of travelers. Such red currants 
grow in all stations involved in the tentative localization of 
Vinland the Good. Until further studv, the identification of the 
vinber in the Vinland saga as a red current appears to be the most 
reliable hypothesis.— Jacques Rousseau, Montreal Botanical 
Garden. 
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